
  

  

  

  

Tipo Periódico 

Título 

Considering sadism in the 
shadow of the Dark Triad 
traits: A meta-analytic review 
of the Dark Tetrad 

Autores 

Bonfá-Araujo, Bruno;Lima-
Costa, Ariela Raissa;Hauck-
Filho, Nelson;Jonason, Peter 
Karl; 

Autor(es) USF 
Lima-Costa, Ariela 

Raissa;Hauck-Filho, Nelson; 

Autores Internacionais  

Programa Curso(s) 
Programa de Pós Graduação 
Stricto Sensu em Psicologia 

DOI 10.1016/j.paid.2022.111767 

Assunto (palavras chaves) General Psychology 

Idioma Inglês 

Fonte 

Título do periódico: 
Personality and Individual 
Differences 

ISSN: : 0191-8869 
Volume/Número/Paginação/A
no: 197 111767 2023 

Data da publicação 21-6-2022 

Formato da Produção Impresso 

Resumo 

With this meta-analytic review, we 
aimed to estimate the relationship 
that sadistic personality has with 
the Dark Triad traits and, secondarily, 
describe the research on the Dark 
Tetrad traits. We searched for articles 
in the following databases, 
PsycARTICLES, PsycINFO, PubMed, 
ScienceDirect, SCOPUS, and Web of 
Science, where we found 128 articles 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/psychology/dark-triad


  

  

to qualitatively evaluate and 103 
articles to quantitatively analyze. 
Sadism correlated 

with narcissism (�¯ = 0.26), 

Machiavellianism (�¯ = 0.43), 

and psychopathy (�¯ = 0.58). The 
most common themes across the 
studies were: (a) structural aspects of 
the Dark Tetrad; (b) online behavior; 
(c) aggressiveness; (d) moral beliefs 
and behavior; (e) video games; (f) 
sexual behavior, and (g) emotional 
functioning. The Dark Tetrad traits 
correlated with several dysfunctional 
behaviors and socially maladaptive 
outcomes. Finally, sadism is 
potentially more similar 
to psychopathy and Machiavellianism, 
than narcissism. 
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